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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 2/1/2012 . 

2. □ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction 

requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

3. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 30-42 . 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Scott Harris on 2/1/2012. 

Claims 2, 5, 7, 13-26 and 29 are cancelled. 
New claims 30-42 are added. 

Claim 30. A method comprising: 

■ entering a bid amount, on a first computer connected to the Internet, for an item 
being sold via an Internet auction; 

■ storing information on the first computer about the entered bid amount required 
to overcome any current bids on the item, wherein the information cannot be 
viewed by a user of the first computer; and 

■ utilizing the information, at the first computer, for local determination of whether 
the entered bid is sufficient to overcome any current bid amounts without 
communicating the entered bid over the Internet. 

Claim 31. The method as in claim 30 wherein: 

■ the entered bid includes an indication of time and date for execution of the 
entered bid by an agent program; and 

■ wherein the agent program keeps the entered bid secret from users other than 
the user that placed the entered bid until the time and date specified by the 
indication. 

Claim 32. The method as in claim 30, wherein said Internet auction is one in which the a 
server stores maximum bid amounts entered by users, but only displays a current bid amount 
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without displaying said the maximum bid amount, and wherein the information stored at the first 
computer determines whether an entered bid is higher than the maximum bid amounts. 

Claim 33. A method of automated auction bidding, comprising: 

■ hosting an auction on a first computer connected to the Internet, wherein the first 
computer is configured to allow a plurality of users to bid on an item from 
networked computers; 

■ receiving, at the first computer, from a first user a maximum amount that the first 
user is willing to pay for the item; 

■ transmitting to a second computer, at a first time, maximum bid information 
indicative of the maximum amount that the first user is willing to pay for the item, 
wherein the maximum bid information cannot be viewed by a second user at the 
second computer; and 

■ at a second time subsequent to said first time, receiving a quick bid transmission 
from the second computer indicating that the second user has selected an icon 
displayed at the second computer, wherein the quick bid transmission defines an 
automatically bid amount that will exceed the maximum amount of the first user 
without the second user entering a bid amount, and wherein the bid amount of 
the second user is determined by the second computer using said maximum bid 
information without getting information about said bid amount on said second 
computer from the first computer at said second time. 

Claim 34. The method as in claim 33 wherein there are a plurality of bids, wherein some 
bids are known to all users and some bids cannot be viewed by users other than the user that 
placed the bid. 

Claim 35. The method as in claim 34 wherein said plurality of bids includes a plurality of 
bids associated with bid execution times; and bids are not transmitted to the first computer 
hosting the Internet auction prior to said bid execution times. 
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Claim 36. The method as in claim 33, wherein the bid amount generated by the quick 
bid transmission is displayed to the second user in response to a specified action by the second 
user. 

Claim 37. A system, comprising: 

■ a client computer configured to communicate with a server computer and 
obtaining information from the server computer about an item to be auctioned, 
wherein said information comprises information about maximum bid amounts 
submitted by a plurality of bidders for said item and a current winning bid for said 
item, and wherein the information about maximum bid amounts are not disclosed 
to a user of the client computer; and 

■ said client computer further configured to display a single icon that, when 
selected by the user, sends a bid to said server computer without the user 
entering a bid amount, wherein the sent bid includes a bid amount determined by 
the client computer based upon said information about maximum bid amounts. 

Claim 38. The system as in claim 37, wherein said client computer automatically 
updates at least one screen to show a new winning bid amount. 

Claim 39. The system as in claim 37, wherein said client computer allows sending a 
plurality of bids to be executed at a plurality of times. 

Claim 40. A method, comprising: 

■ displaying on a first computer a current price for at least one item being sold via 
an Internet auction; 

■ storing on the first computer information about a current maximum bid that has 
been placed for the item, wherein the current maximum bid has been placed by a 
user other than the user of the first computer and wherein said information is kept 
secret from the user of the first computer; 

■ determining on the first computer based upon said information the bid amount 
required to overcome the current maximum bid amount; and 
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■ displaying an icon on said first computer which allows a bid to be entered based 
upon said determining, wherein said icon enables the user to enter a bid 
sufficient to overcome the current maximum bid without manually entering a bid 
amount. 

Claim 41 . The method as in claim 40, further comprising: 

■ entering a manual bid by the user, by means other than said icon; and 

■ running an applet on said first computer, which accesses said information to 
determine whether said manual bid is higher than said maximum bid. 

Claim 42. The method as in claim 40, wherein said icon allows said bid to be placed by 
selecting a single icon and without the user manually entering a bid amount. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 30-42 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is a statement of reasons for indication of allowable subject matter. The 
prior art fails to teach or suggest the limitations of: 

"storing information on the first computer about the entered bid amount required 
to overcome any current bids on the item, wherein the information cannot be 
viewed by a user of the first computer; and utilizing the information, at the first 
computer, for local determination of whether the entered bid is sufficient to 
overcome any current bid amounts without communicating the entered bid over 
the Internet." (as in Claim 30). 

"transmitting to a second computer, at a first time, maximum bid information 
indicative of the maximum amount that the first user is willing to pay for the item, 
wherein the maximum bid information cannot be viewed by a second user at the 
second computer; and ... the second computer ... defines an automatically bid 
amount that will exceed the maximum amount of the first user without the second 
user entering a bid amount, and wherein the bid amount of the second user is 
determined by the second computer using said maximum bid information without 
getting information about said bid amount on said second computer from the first 
computer at said second time." (as in Claim 33). 



Such limitation is present in all independent claims. 



Application/Control Number: 09/669,805 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3693 

It is old and well known in the art for a bidder to submit a bid amount to an auction 
website in the hope that their bid amount is superior to the bids submitted by competing bidders. 
Traditionally, the bidder monitors the current winning bid on an auction website, allowing them 
to base their own bid amount upon the displayed current winning bid. On some occasions, the 
bidder submits their bid amount completely unaware of the current bids of their competition, 
such as with a sealed-bid auction or a blind auction. 

The instant application distinguishes from these old and well known practices by storing 
information on a bidder's computer (i.e. bidder one) concerning the current bid amount 
submitted by another bidder (i.e. bidder two). This information is not directly accessible to the 
bidder (i.e. bidder one), even though it is stored on the bidder's computer. It is not viewable by 
the bidder (i.e. bidder one) on an auction website graphic user interface, allowing them to 
monitor the current bids of their competition. However, it is not quite a sealed-bid auction either, 
as the bidder's computer (i.e. bidder one) rather than the auction itself determines whether the 
bidder's (i.e. bidder one) bid amount is superior to the bids of competing bidders (i.e. bidder 
two). 

It is old and well known in the art for a bidder to submit a maximum bid amount to an 
auction website. Traditionally, this allows a series of incrementally higher bids to be executed on 
the bidder's behalf by a third-party (usually the auction website) up to the bidder's stated 
maximum bid amount. This bidding process is generally more convenient for the bidder, as they 
don't have to monitor the auction and continually submit new bids every time that someone 
places a marginally higher bid. In the art this is generally referred to as robot bidding, automatic 
bidding or proxy bidding. 

The instant application distinguishes from these old and well known practices by storing 
information on a bidder's computer (i.e. bidder one) concerning the maximum bid amount 
submitted by another bidder (i.e. bidder two). This information, although not directly accessible 
to the bidder (i.e. bidder one), allows their computer to generate their own superior bid and 
determine locally whether their bid can overcome the maximum bid amount of the other bidder 
(i.e. bidder two). 

Furthermore, the Examiner finds such a modification to be non-obvious, as the 
transmission and storage of a bidder's current bid amount or maximum bid amount on the 
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computer of a competing bidder is counter-intuitive. Through such a decentralized online 
auction scheme, an auction would be distributing confidential information (e.g. maximum bid 
amounts) concerning their bidders to the computers of competing bidders. Even though this 
confidential information is not directly accessible to the competing bidders, based upon the 
security issues inherent in such a decentralized auction system, the Examiner finds 
transmission and storage of this confidential information on the computers of competing bidders 
is non-obvious. 

Harrington (US Patent 6,161,099) discloses a method/system for submitting a bid to an 
online auction and determining whether the submitted bid is superior to bids submitted by 
competing bidders, (see col. 5, lines 20-35). However this patent, neither alone nor in 
combination with others, discloses or suggests the feature of transmitting and storing 
information on a bidder's computer concerning the bid amounts of competing bidders, wherein 
that information is not accessible to the bidder, or determining at the bidder's computer, rather 
than at the auction website's server, whether the newly generated bid is superior to the bids of 
competing bidders. 

Miller (Miller, Michael. The Complete Idiot's Guide to Online Auctions. Que. July 1999. 
Pp. 17-24 and 190-194) discloses a method/system for submitting a bid to an online auction and 
determining whether the submitted bid is superior to bids submitted by competing bidders, (see 
pp. 18-23 and 190-194). However this non-patent literature, neither alone nor in combination 
with others, discloses or suggests the feature of transmitting and storing information on a 
bidder's computer concerning the bid amounts of competing bidders, wherein that information is 
not accessible to the bidder, or determining at the bidder's computer, rather than at the auction 
website's server, whether the newly generated bid is superior to the bids of competing bidders. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jason M. Borlinghaus whose telephone number is (571)272-6924. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday; 9am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James A. Kramer can be reached on (571)272-6783. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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